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So as he watched her, she turned paler and ever
paler, like the east at the break of dawis. And
she put her two hands together, and pressed them
tight against her heart, and then against her "brow.
And all at once, she came quickly to him, and said
IB a low voice: It is time. And she took his head
in her hands, and kissed him, with lips that were cold
as ice, and yet hot as fire, first on the eyes, and
then on the mouth, and last of all upon the brow.
And then she took his hand, and held it for a
little while, with a clutch that almost hurt him,
gazing at him with thirsty eyes. And suddenly,
she threw away his hand, and pushed him away
roughly, saying: Go. But Aja caught her in his
arms, and kissed her yet again, as It were against her
will. And he said: O fearful heart, be not afraid.
Very soon, I will return. And he went away quickly,
but at the door he turned, and saw her standing still,
watching him with dry bright eyes, and lips that
were shut tight. And at that very moment, the old
King took him by the arm, and said: Come now,
and I will show thee the way by which all thy
predecessors went before thee-

Then Aja said: O King, I am unarmed. Give me
a weapon to carry with me. So the King took him
into the armoury, and he ckose for himself a sword